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“To the New World”

Japanese people are polite and follow the rules. American people are friendly and cheerful. But Chinese
people are selfish and often have bad manners? Is that true? Is that a fact? Isn’t it our image?

[ heard from my friend from another school who attends the same juku as me that many people exclude a
boy who is half Chinese and half Japanese in my friend’ s class. Their reason to exclude him is his face
doesn’ t look Japanese or they do not like Chinese people. Today, there are many foreigners in many
schools. Is everyone of them excluded because of only his or her face? Of course not. Is it because he
has his roots in China? I think that we mustn’t torture others or make them sad because of our own
imagination.

Before, I also wondered whether Chinese people were violent or selfish. I think the news seen in Japan
has given such images to many people. Then, when I was 11, [ visited China, and the image 1 had was
changed quickly.

When 1 was sitting on a chair at the airport, a Chinese man was friendly to me though he knew I was
Japanese. When I went to the supermarket, | saw people standing in a line in front of the checkouts. No
one cut in line. Also, I saw gentle actions like in Japan. For instance, people gave their seats to the
elderly and children on buses. While I stayed in China, I saw surprising actions like these, which I hadn’ t
imagined before visiting. To my surprise, I met an old man who spoke Japanese.

Recently I learned why that man could speak Japanese in my history class. It amazed me. In the past,
Japan ruled several East—Asian countries and taught Japanese to the native people there. In the past,
Japan tortured these people, including some from China. However, many Japanese people have bad images
of China. I feel it is very disgraceful.

Our images may lead to a lot of prejudice. Recently, a black person was injured by white police officers in
the U.S. I think that we mustn’t see anything with our own selfish imagination. We should look at the
facts obediently, before thinking about anything. There is a lot of false information. So, we also need to
Jjudge which information is correct. (ZE@EIcHEEFET,)




We often racialize people without thinking. I think it makes discrimination. We should think all of us are
from the Earth. Then we will have much less discrimination of races and peoples.

So, what can we do to think based on facts without rumors or prejudice? I think the best way is to travel
abroad and see facts. But now it is difficult to visit other countries because COVID-19 is going around.
So, I think watching foreign news is also good to understand other countries instead. By doing so, we can
broaden our horizons and decrease our prejudice. If we can understand and respect each other, it will
probably lead to promoting peace in the world.

Let’ s open the door to the new world. It is up to us to change the world.
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